Laparoscopic surgery for ulcerative colitis.
Laparoscopic techniques have revolutionized management of colorectal diseases; however, inflammatory diseases of the intestine have proven challenging because of the technical demands of their nature. Intense investigation and subsequent refinements in technique and technology have recently led to considerable advances and a clear role for laparoscopic management of Crohn's disease. and diverticulitis; laparoscopy for ulcerative colitis has not proven as promising. Laparoscopic procedures for ulcerative colitis require a significant learning curve. Although numerous experienced laparoscopic teams have documented their ability to complete them, long operative times and elevated rates of morbidity in some studies appear to counter the advantages. The question remains as to the universal application and appropriateness of these procedures in surgical management of ulcerative colitis.